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and Santa Claus wave to the house as they pass through town. More photos on pages 12. 
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Santa Claus waves from Huntington Fire Department’s Engine 1 during the Parade of Lights on Saturday, Dec. 19. Three decorated Fire 
Engines and two police cruisers rode around town adorned with festive lights and music. Members of the Huntington Fire Department 
Photos by Shelby Macri 


The Huntington Recreation Committee posted a map for holiday lights and door decorations around town for residents to enjoy the 
weekend before Christmas. The Abominable Snowman from “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer” waves to passersby on Route 20. The 
town green is festively adorned with light lights and a jolly snowman inflatable. More photos on pages 6. 





HAMPSHIRE 


Committee votes no bball 
games, practices approved 


By Peter Spotts 


Hampshire Regional 
High School basketball 
athletes will be able to take 
the court in practice, but 
will not compete in games 
against other schools this 
winter sports season follow- 


approve competitive basket- 
ball for the 2020-2021 win- 
ter sports season. 

“IT am so sorry to say 
that. I see tears and I am 
feeling that,’ Chairman 
Margaret Larson said after 
the motion was defeated. 

One of the main factors 


BLANDFORD 


Firefighter completes 
training program 


By Mary Kronholm 


Fire Chief Dave Mottor 
announced last week that 
Firefighter Jackie O’Brien 
has completed the Mass 
Fire Academy 


Springfield campus. 
“Sadly, due to Covid 
there was no graduation cer- 
emony,’ said Mottor. “We 
are very proud of her for 
completing this challenging 
program. She has 


OTIS 


Fila Bell leads 
senior outreach 


By Peter Spotts 


The winter months of the holiday 
season are joyous for some, but isolating 
and lonely for others, compounded by 
the distance caused by COVID-19. 

The Council of Aging 1s combating 
this with the addition of new Outreach 
Coordinator Eila Bell. Bell is focused on 
making sure there is support in place to 
reach out to seniors one way or another. 

“Right now, because of this Covid 
thing, I can’t really go into homes and 
visit people but that’s what I would like 
to do with them,’ Bell said. “If someone 
is in need and we hear they are in need, 
we will call and set up an appointment 
and go into their home.” 

She added, “The biggest thing is 
just to say, ‘hi how are you today?’ 
Sometimes we talk about their pets, 
sometimes we talk about snow, some- 
times we talk about the history of the 
area. I’ve had some really wonderful 
conversations with these people.” 
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WILLIAMSBURG 


Board considers 
bylaw changes 


By Peter Spotts 


The Planning Board is considering 
several updates to the Zoning Bylaws, 
with potential marijuana alterations 
drawing the most discussion during the 
Selectboard’s Dec. 17 meeting. 

Planning Board Member Amy 
Bisbee said the board was looking at 
exploring the options for marijuana cul- 
tivation in the rural and village mixed 
zones in town, where it is allowed cur- 
rently by special permit. Retail opera- 
tions are currently locked to only vil- 
lage mixed use. 

“The two options are, one, limit the 
marijuana cultivation to just the village 
mixed use, which would be the same 
use as all the other marijuana rules,” 
Bisbee said. “The second thought, and 
we would have to vet this out through 


ing the Hampshire Regional in the committee’s decision Call/Volunteer been attending a public information process, wheth- 
School Committee’s vote on _ is increasing the risk of pos- recruit training classes since July, er allowing a limited, maybe a 5,000 
Monday, Dec. 21. sible COVID-19 transmis- program. all on her own square foot facility, in a rural [zone] to 

The difficult decision sion. The Safety Committee O’Brien time for no com- still allow someone to have sort of like 


came after multiple meet- 
ings of discussions, proto- 
col adjustments, and addi- 
tional safety requirements 
implemented by adminis- 
tration. Ultimately, an 11 to 


had all but one member, 
Principal Kristin Smidy, 
recommend to not allow 
basketball competitions, but 
would consider practices. 





received ‘her 
certificate of 
completion 
on Saturday, 
Dec. 12, at the 
Department of 





pensation.” 
“First 
responders are on 
the frontlines pro- 
tecting their com- 
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a backyard, micro cultivation process.” 
Selectman Dave Mathers immedi- 
ately weighed in that any considerations 
would have to be indoors as outdoor 
growing is a nonstarter with odor. 
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Theodore James Stone 


August 13, 2020 


Parents: Colton and Angie Stone, Poland, ME 
Grandparents: George and Tracy Stone, Grand Cayman Islands 


Barbara McLean Stone, Greene, ME 


Ingo Ryan Haley 


July 30, 2020 


Parents: Shawn and Kathleen Haley, Southampton 
Grandparents: Elke Ryan, Russell, Charles Ryan, Springfield 


Robbin Breyare, Palmer, Christopher Breyare, Palmer 


Great-Grandparents: Mary Masse, Palmer 


HILLTOWNS 


Lilly Lyn LaBonte 


August 10, 2020 


Parents: Christian and Stephanie LaBonte, Huntington 
Grandparents: Jeff and Judy LaBonte, Westhampton 
Dave and Kathy Suchecki, Easthampton 
Great-Grandparents: George and Cheryl LaBonte, Florida 


Millie Suchecki, Easthampton 





Hilltown Community Ambulance donations fund new AED units 


The Hilltown Community 
Ambulance Association is pleased to 
announce the purchase of two new Physio 
Control LifePak 1000 AED units, made 
possible by donations received in mem- 
ory of Horace “Whitey” Whitaker who 
passed away on Dec. 22, 2019. 

Mr. Whitaker was a lifelong resident 
of the hilltowns, and was fondly remem- 
bered by many in the community. HCAA 
staff not only cared for Mr. Whitaker as a 
patient, but they also came to know him 
as a friend, and Mr. Whitaker was sure 
to let the agency know by letter how the 
ambulance crew members were “so nice 
to me.” 

“It’s easy to be nice to our patients, 
all of them,” HCAA Assistant Director 
Loretta Stober said. “We take very seri- 
ously the responsibility of being called in 
someone’s worst moments, and we treat 
all of our patients the way we would want 
our loved ones to be treated.” 

It was very clear to see how much 


love Mr. Whitaker’s family and commu- 
nity had for him and after his passing that 
love from family and friends poured into 
HCAA by way of donations, many with 
heartfelt notes that included phrases like, 
“in loving memory,” “he will be missed,” 
and “beloved.” 

Stober knew once the donations 
began coming that they would be used 
for new AEDs. Early CPR and defibril- 
lation are critical to the chain of survival 
for patients experiencing out of hospi- 
tal cardiac arrest. According to the 2018 
American Heart Association data, there 
are more than 356,000 out of hospital 
cardiac arrests annually with nearly 90% 
being fatal. Rural living leads to longer 
response times as homesteads and resi- 
dents are sometimes difficult to access, 
far from EMS, or far from hospitals. 
Having up-to-date equipment, like the 
Physio Control LifePak 1000 AED, is 
invaluable in the effort to save lives right 
here in the hilltowns served by HCAA. 


WORTHINGTON 





IN THE MANGER 





The Nativity scene at the iieanincish First Ee Gonaradalionsl enurch: The church thanks 
Lashaway Forest Products of Williamsburg for donating all the wood for the Manger. 


Whitaker’s daughter, Holly Whitaker, 
told HCAA that her “Dad was just a 
friendly guy, he could be quiet until you 
got to know him, but he said ‘hello’ to 
everyone he came across, and he was a 
hard worker right up to the end.” 

Up through his 80s, Horace 
Whitaker would ride his bicycle every 
day from his home on Worthington 
Road in Huntington past the cemetery 
on Littleville Road, where his wife of 49 
years 1s buried. 

“He refused to wear a helmet, but 
his niece got him a bright green vest, and 
he would wear it daily,’ Holly Whitaker 
said. “Along the way he would pick up 
cans, and he would turn them in and 
donate the proceeds to the Dana Farber 
Pan-Mass Challenge (PMC). Both of my 
brothers have ridden their bicycles in the 
PMC in honor of my mom.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Whitaker were regard- 
ed as fun and easy-going parents and 
friends, and made a network of friends 


GS LIFEPAK 


[| = 
t 


— 


Hilltown Community Ambulance Association 
purchased two Physio Control LifePak 1000 
AED units, made possible by donations 
received in memory of Horace “Whitey” 





Whitaker. Submitted photo 


in the snowmobiling community. In the 
1970s, “they both raced snowmobiles and 
made friends along the way.” When asked 
how her and her brothers, Tim and Todd 
would live up to the legacy of her parents, 
Holly said, “We have big shoes to fill, but 
we're trying.” 


HUNTINGTON 





The New Year is just around the 
corner! The reading for the first week 
after Christmas, Luke 2:22-40, invites 
us to wonder about - past, present and 
future, old and young converging, fin- 
ishing tasks and moving on into a new 
future with all its possibilities. Stepping 
into a new season with God means let- 
ting go of the old to make room for what 
is ahead. Moving into a new season 
does not mean we need to forget the old. 
Instead, we let go of its hold on us so 
we can move on toward the next place 
God takes us. The service will include a 
“Letting Go and Letting God” ceremony 
as we prepare to enter 2021 with God’s 
grace and blessing. 

The First Congregational Church 
of Huntington reminds everyone even 
though our physical doors are closed 





Submitted photo by Marcia Estelle 


NORWICH HILL 


until further notice, we are most defi- 
nitely open for worship, praise, min- 
istry, and fellowship. We are an Open 
and Affirming Church inviting, welcom- 
ing and affirming everyone — seekers, 
believers, and wonderers alike — on 
their journey of faith, to join in 10 a.m. 
Zoom Sunday worship. We are also 
meeting for Friday Zoom Fellowship 
Time. The pastor is always available to 
speak with you. If you do not receive 
our emails and would like to connect 
with our Zoom worship service and/or 
fellowship time, please contact Pastor 
Carol at firstchurchofhuntington @ gmail. 
com to receive the information you will 
need to participate or send us a message 
on Facebook. We wish everyone a Joyful 
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FIREFIGHTER 


munities and these newest firefighters 
are needed now more than ever,’ said 
Massachusetts Firefighting Academy 
Director David C. Evans. “We have 
taken greater advantage of online learn- 
ing technology, reduced group train- 
ing size to increase social distancing, 
implemented screening, and required 
mask-wearing to keep our instructors 
and students as safe as possible during 
these uncertain times.” The MFA, a divi- 
sion of the Department of Fire Services, 
offers this program, tuition-free. 

O’Brien said, “I really appreciat- 
ed all the support the [Blandford Fire] 
department gave me.” She said her 
brother and sister firefighters helped 
with after-hours work with things like 
refilling air cylinders, sorting out equip- 
ment and helping with any gear prob- 
lems. 

O’Brien has completed 240 hours 
of training on nights and weekends to 
meet the standards of National Fire 
Protection Association 1001. She began 
the program July 20. The program is 
unique in its ability to accommodate 
firefighters’ schedules. 

In addition, she can become cer- 
tified to the level of Firefighter I and 
Il and Hazardous Materials First 
Responder Operational Level by the 
Massachusetts Fire Training Council, 
which is accredited by the National 
Board on Fire Service Professional 
Qualifications. 

According to the MFA, today’s fire- 
fighters do far more than fight fires. 


from page I 


They are the first ones called to respond 
to chemical and environmental emer- 
gencies, ranging from the suspected 
presence of carbon monoxide to a gas 
leak. They may be called to rescue a 
child who has fallen through the ice 
or who has locked himself in a bath- 
room. They rescue people from stalled 
elevators and those trapped in vehicle 
crashes. They test and maintain their 
equipment, ranging from self-contained 
breathing apparatus to hydrants, hoses, 
power tools, and vehicles. 

In this MFA program, students 
learn all these skills and more from cer- 
tified fire instructors who are also expe- 
rienced firefighters. Students learn all 
the basic skills they need to respond 
contain and control fires. They also 
receive training in public fire education, 
hazardous material incident mitigation, 
flammable liquids, stress management, 
firefighter self-rescue, and vehicle extri- 
cation. The intensive program includes 
classroom instruction, physical fitness 
training, firefighter skills training and 
live firefighting practice. 

Students receive classroom training 
in all basic firefighter skills. They prac- 
tice first under non-fire conditions and 
then during controlled fire conditions. 
To graduate, students must demonstrate 
proficiency in life safety, search and 
rescue, ladder operations, water supply, 
pump operation, and fire attack. Fire 
attack operations range from mailbox 
fires to multiple-floor or multiple room 
structural fires. 


RUSSELL 





HOLY FAMILY PARISH 


Christmas Blessings to all! As peo- 
ple are in the process preparing their 
hearts and families for the Birth of 
Christ, please be mindful that as peo- 
ple are home together that everyone help 
one another be safe while enjoying this 
Christmas season of grace, love, joy and 
gifts. 

Our Christmas Mass schedule 
at Holy Family parish in Russell is as 
follows: Christmas Mass Eve Masses, 
Thursday, Dec. 24, at 3 p.m. and 5 p.m.; 


Christmas Mass Day Mass, Friday, Dec. 
25, at 10 a.m. Seating is on a first come 
basis until a capacity of 60 is reached. 
The governor’s directives are being strict- 
ly followed. We hope that you are able to 
join us for one of the Christmas Masses. 
If not, you are in our hearts and prayers. 

Recently the parish was able to pur- 
chase and install a commercial HEPA 
Air Purifier system. This device gives us 
another layer of safety. Your safety is the 
top priority. 








Blandford’s Reeghan Morawiec and Huntington Food Pantry Director Laura Gavioli with 
the truck full of food stuffs donated as part of Morawiec’s Project 351 event. Morawiec 
collected 853 pounds of food for the pantry. Appreciating the donations, Gavioli said, 
“The outpouring to Reeghan was tremendous, she created this desire for people to dig 
deep and really give. She inspired donors to give selflessly.” And that’s exactly what 


happened. 


Submitted photo 


MIDDLEFIELD 





MIDDLEFIELD SENIOR CENTER 


Lunch is served at the Senior 
Center, 169 Skyline Trail, Middlefield, 
each Wednesday at noon. 

A $3 donation is suggested. 
Reservations should be made, and meal 
choice stated, by calling and leaving a 





message at 413-623-9990 the Monday 
before. Pick-up and delivery are avail- 
able. 

The menu on Wednesday, Dec. 30, 
is macaroni and cheese, stewed toma- 
toes, dinner roll, and pineapple chunks. 


1 Send Us Your Photos! 
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PROPANE GAS 
PLUMBING e HEATING 
(413) 268-8360 
TOLL FREE 1-800-464-2053 
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www.georgepropane.com 


Water 


Water Pumps * Sewer Pumps 
Water Conditioners 


MP4 
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862-3301 
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Montgomery, MA 01085 


FEED +» PET SUPPLIES » CLOTHING » COAL 
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whitingenergy.com 


300A KING ST., NORTHAMPTON 
584-3500 


11 CLEVELAND RD., DALTON 
1-800-722-0014 


Kirke R. Henshaw, Inc. 


Water Well Drilling, Water Pump Sales & Service 


Water 
Testing 


W: S Hydrof: 
ver System AEN SHAW ioiccure 


800-232-4725 © Fax 413-296-4565 
Charles R. Henshaw 
130 Cummington Rd., W. Chesterfield, MA ¢ 413-296-4725 


Paul’s 
Plumbing & Heating 


System 
Evaluations 


238-0303 


PAUL GRAHAM 
Mass. License 23299 


AS 
Ty 


Established in 1982 © House Cleaning Plus 


P.O. Box 244 
Worthington, MA 01098 


DOWN To EARTH 
=> Ce W WaT Corr 


Highly Regarded Professionals: Complete Site Work, 
Septic Development and Repairs. Fully insured. 


413+667+5269 


Paul & Randy LaPointe, Owners MHuntington, Mass. 


Carol Labonte 
Paul Labonte 


\ Time to 
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ing Sewices 


Carpet & Upholstery Steam Cleaned 
Wood Floors, Waxed & Buffed 
No Wax Floors, Stripped & Refinished 
Hauling Trash e Appliance Removal ¢ Pressure Washing 
Gutters Cleaned Out ¢ Cleaning Out Cellars & Attics 
Phone: (413) 238-5966 
Fax: (413) 238-0459 


ARCHITECT 
JEFFREY SCOTT PENN 


77 Worthington Road, Huntington, MA 01050 
Tel. 413w-667-5230 
fax. 413-667-3082 
Email: jspsed @ verizon.net 
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: Garage Repairs Decks & Stairs 
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413-667-3149 
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e Tune Ups 
e Installations 
e Oil Tanks 
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Huntington, Massachusetts 


Office 473.667.0245 
Cell 413.530.7037 


jeffsoilburnerservice@hotmail.com 
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413-695-4901 
or email: 
jbaskin@turley.com 
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EDITORIAL 





Yes, Virginia. There 
is a Santa Claus! 


o one could have realized it back in 
Nis but that’s when the New York 

Sun published what was to become 
an iconic part of local journalism history. 
The Sun printed what is now the most widely 
read letter to a newspaper. It was sent by an 
8-year-old New York City girl named Virginia 
O’Hanlon. The response to her letter by edi- 
torial writer Francis Pharcellus Church is a 
message of love, magic and hope. Considering 
this past year, we imagine many readers could 
use a generous serving of that next to a plate 
of Christmas cookies. So, here is the full text 
of that historic letter: 


Dear Editor, 

Iam 8 years old. 

Some of my little friends say there is no 
Santa Claus. 

Papa says, “If you see it in The Sun, it’s 
so.” 

Please tell me the truth, is there a Santa 
Claus? 


Virginia O’ Hanlon 


Virginia, your little friends are wrong. 

They have been affected by the skepti- 
cism of a skeptical age. They do not believe 
except they see. They think that nothing can 
be which is not comprehensible by their little 
minds. All minds, Virginia, whether they be 
men’s or children’s, are little. In this great uni- 
verse of ours man is a mere insect, an ant, in 
his intellect, as compared with the boundless 
world about him, as measured by the intelli- 
gence capable of grasping the whole truth and 
knowledge. 

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He 
exists as certainly as love and generosity and 
devotion exist, and you know that they abound 
and give to your life its highest beauty and 
joy. Alas! How dreary would be the world 
if there were no Santa Claus! It would be as 
dreary as if there were no Virginias. There 
would be no childlike faith then, no poetry, 
no romance to make tolerable this existence. 
We should have no enjoyment, except in sense 
and sight. The eternal light with which child- 
hood fills the world would be extinguished. 

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as 
well not believe in fairies! You might get your 
papa to hire men to watch in all the chimneys 
on Christmas Eve to catch Santa Claus, but 
even if they did not see Santa Claus coming 
down, what would that prove? Nobody sees 
Santa Claus, but that is no sign that there is no 
Santa Claus. The most real things in the world 
are those that neither children nor men can 
see. Did you ever see fairies dancing on the 
lawn? Of course not, but that’s no proof that 
they are not there. Nobody can conceive or 
imagine all the wonders there are unseen and 
unseeable in the world. 

You tear apart the baby’s rattle and see 
what makes the noise inside, but there is a 
veil covering the unseen world which not the 
strongest man, nor even the united strength of 
all the strongest men that ever lived, could tear 
apart. Only faith, fancy, poetry, love, romance 
can push aside that curtain and view and pic- 
ture the supernal beauty and glory beyond. Is 
it all real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world there 
is nothing else real and abiding. 

No Santa Claus! Thank God he lives and 
he lives forever. A thousand years from now, 
Virginia, nay 10 times 10 thousand years from 
now, he will continue to make glad the heart 
of childhood. 


Corrections policy 


If you notice a factual error in our 
pages, please let us know, so that we can 
set the record straight. Email information 
to countryjournal @turley.com, or call us at 
413-283-8393. 

Corrections will be printed in the same 
section where the error originally occurred. 
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Communism tueled by restriction of freedoms 


The real virus is Communism; COVID- 
19 is just how it spreads. Restrictions on our 
freedoms will not only not stop, they will 
increase in intensity — get used to it. This is 
how Communism works. It started in early 
spring of this year when local and national 
media foisted upon this nation the colossal 
fib that “if you leave your house you will die 
of Covid.” 

The Center for Disease Control claims 
that smoking is responsible for 480,000 
deaths every year, yet the government never 
forces anyone to stop smoking to save a life. 
So why are the Democrat Communist con- 


trolled media hell-bent on compelling the 
unsuspecting masses to take extreme steps 
to avoid the COVID-19 virus when true 
science has defined this flu season as rather 
mild compared to other flu seasons? 

Do you really think this is about saving 
lives? C’mon, folks - it’s about control. This 
entire COVID-19 farce is a masterwork of 
deception. Unfortunately, there is no polite 
way to tell people they are dedicating their 
energies to an illusion. 

William Santy 
Subscriber 


Holiday memories bring you home again 


his will be the first year IN THE started or finished and you could 
in many decades that I GARDEN use either side of the wreath; both 
won’t celebrate Christmas looked the same! Mom would 


with my siblings. I am certain 
that many of you are in the same 
boat, so to speak. While we are 
all doing what we can to slow 
the spread of the virus, it doesn’t 
always come easy. Reflecting 
back on the Christmases of my 
childhood conjure up so many 
wonderful memories; many of 
them involving plants of one kind 
or another. Read on for some McQuaid nos- 
talgia. 

I'd start bugging my dad around 
Halloween to visit the local tree farm to 
tag our Christmas tree. Lucky for me he 
knew the owners, so when we knocked on 
the door in late October we were handed 
a tag and a grease pen without so much 
as a strange glance. I was very particular 
about my tree, that is why we “tagged” so 
early. It had to be on the tall side, but stout. 
Not perfect, by any means; there had to 
be “holes” in which to put the houses and 
the bird’s nests. It seemed, though, that we 
always picked the first coldest day of the 
year. Dad’s bum finger would be blue, but 
no matter, he’d humor me as I’d circle the 
tree farm from front to back at least twice to 
get the “best” tree. 

Fast forward to the day after 
Thanksgiving when my parents and older 
siblings home from college or work would 
trek up into the woods, passing by the “cel- 
lar hole” ending up by the “big rock.” With 
garbage bags in hand we’d pick Princess 
Pine, enough to make a wreath for our door, 
and one each for the other kids to take back 
with them. This was a grand adventure for 
a small child. It seemed as if we were in no 
man’s land, although we were likely less 
than a quarter of a mile from home! When 
we were sure we had enough we’d head 
back down the hill, and dad would get right 
to work. I can still picture him on the back 
porch bending a coat hanger into a circle, 
attaching some wire and reaching into the 
bag of greens to gather up bunches and 
attach them to the frame. He used to do such 
a good job that you couldn’t tell where he 
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add a red bow, some fake berries 
and a pine cone or two and off it 
went to New Jersey, New York or 
wherever education and destina- 
tion took my brothers and sister. 
Another early Christmas 
memory was of a white pine 
Christmas tree my next oldest 
brother decorated for his room. 
It was tiny, and a real “Charlie 
Browner” but as a little kid I thought it was 
really cool how he made the ornament by 
rolling tiny Styrofoam balls in glitter then 
decorating them with ric rac. The coffee can 
filled with sand as his “stand” was pretty 
cool too. When I mentioned the tree to him 
just recently he had forgotten all about it. 

One especially fond remembrance is 
of my babci’s Christmas cactus ablaze in 
blooms on a plant stand in my mother’s 
room. I ended up with the plant as well as 
its stand. And although I rarely achieve the 
fireworks babci or my mother did, this year 
I did have a dozen or so of the fuchsia-col- 
ored flowers, starting around Thanksgiving 
and continuing to Christmas. The plant is 
mostly in good shape for being close to a 
century old! 

I have children of my own now and it’s 
fun to intersperse our new traditions with 
some from my own childhood. Right after 
Thanksgiving I make a wreath for a friend’s 
birthday. And although I don’t drag my hus- 
band to the tree farm in October, I do make 
him circle the farm a few times to make sure 
we find the perfect tree. 

Whatever your memories are, share 
them, and if the mood suits you, write them 
down for your kids and grandkids to enjoy. 

Merry Christmas! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 
28 years, she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it to ekenne- 
dy@turley.com with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line. 
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By Deborah Daniels 


you done? Hopefully shared some 

Christmas magic with someone. 
Listening to Christmas music gives us a 
nice pause to reminisce about Christmas’ 
past or be carried away from the too much 
to-do Christmas present or just to contem- 
plate the message of the music to inspire 
a better future Christmas. Go on turn the 
radio on to the Christmas station. 

Can you be uplifted by Christmas 
music? There is a lot of evidence to sup- 
port this. The song Silent Night has been 
recorded at least 733 times over the years 
and translated into 300 languages. Its 
most memorable early recording was the 
1945 version sung by Bing Crosby, it had 
everyone sleeping in heavenly peace! It 
brought comfort to hundreds of soldiers 
the Christmas of 1914. Soldiers and pol- 
iticians had gone into WWI in August 
expecting the conflict would be over by 
Christmas. Instead, fighting took place in 
cold, muddy trenches dug on the Western 
Front from the North Sea to the Swiss 
border. A brief 24-hour cease fire for the 
holiday was called for, but no one from 
the top brass on either side sanctioned a 
longer break from fighting. British troops 
were given brass boxes with tobacco and 
chocolate by the Government. German 
troops were given wooden boxes with 
cigars and sausage inside. Because the 
Germans had the advantage of the trains, 
thousands of three-foot Christmas trees 
decorated with candles and barrels of beer 
were delivered to the front for Christmas. 
The British, Belgian, and French soldiers 
were intrigued with the lit trees. Both 
sides started to sing Christmas carols. 
“Silent Night” was sung by all because it 
was universally recognized. The cease fire 
was informally extended through Dec. 26, 
with game playing, soccer between the 
Tommies and the Fritzes, and exchang- 
ing gifts, the boxes, and much camara- 
derie between the two sides. There was 
so much fraternization that the opposing 
governments suppressed news coverage 
about this and replaced the troops at the 
front with ones that had not been involved 
in the cease fire. How else could a war 
that stretched on for three more years be 


S o, this is Christmas and what have 


HILLTOWN HISTORY 
Peace on Earth 


fought? Much of this story was learned 
from soldiers’ letters home describing 
how they had met the Boche (Germans) 
and they were regular fellas like us! 

Silent Night was written by a young 
priest, Joseph Mohr, in Austria in 1816. 
Two years later, he asked his friend Franz 
Xaver Gruber, a schoolteacher to set the 
words to music for the Christmas Eve 
mass. Originally the song had six vers- 
es and it was composed for a guitar to 
accompany it, as the church organ was in 
disrepair. The two performed it to great 
applause. It first came to America in 
1839, sung by Austrian/German minstrel 
singers. Here it was adopted by German 
speaking immigrants across America. It 
was translated into English, three vers- 
es of it in 1859 by a minister at Trinity 
Church in New York City. It was and is 
a tremendously popular Christmas carol. 
The song reminds us to give love and 
kindness instead of hatred and prejudice. 
We’re working on the heavenly peace bit 
right now! 

Do we have time for another? This 
is about “The Little Drummer Boy.” 
There are some 220 versions of this song 
sung by over 113 musicians in just about 
every genre of music. Who can resist the 
“pa rum pum, pum, pum” on the drum? 
This Christmas song originally called 
the Carol of the Drum was written by 
Katherine Kennicott Davis (1892-1980) 
in 1941. She reported that the rum pum 
pum came to her in a dream. Her origi- 
nal manuscript notes the song was free- 
ly transcribed from a Czech carol. The 
Trapp Family Singers of Austria were the 
first to record the song in 1955 for Decca 
records. Then it was given a new title 
and slightly rearranged by Jack Halloran 
of the Jack Halloran singers in 1957 and 
sung in performances. Record produc- 
er Henry Onorati introduced it to Harry 
Simeone, a recording artist who record- 
ed it using many of the Jack Halloran 
singers to sing it in a Christmas album 
by the Simeone Chorale in 1958. It took 
off! And the crooners of the 1960s ran 
with it — Ray Conniff, Johnny Mathis, 
and Andy Williams. Oh, the mysteries 
involved in bringing a song to stardom. 

K.K. Davis as she was known 
was an accomplished composer. Born 





“The Little Drummer Boy” was written in 


1941 by Katherine Kennicott Davis. 


The Trapp Family Singers were the first to 
record “The Little Drummer Boy” in Austria 
in 1955. 


in Missouri, she studied music at 
Wellesley College and the New England 
Conservatory of Boston. She wrote music 
for choirs — some 600 hymns and songs 
for choirs — directed choruses and taught 
music. The original manuscript for “The 
Little Drummer Boy” is in the Wellesley 
College Library. The Czech carol she 
based the song on has never been identi- 
fied, despite much research. Davis shared 
credit for the song with Onorati and 
Simeone even though they had no part in 
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David Bowie and Bing Crosby have 





performed harmonized rendittions of “Peace 
on Earth” and “The Little Drummer Boy.” 





A postal stamp with a lamb and lyrics from 
“Silent Night.” Online Graphics 


writing the piece. 

Do listen to David Bowie and Bing 
Crosby harmonize “Peace on Earth” 
and “The Little Drummer Boy” togeth- 
er. This was sung on Crosby’s last tele- 
vised Christmas Special in 1977. It will 
melt your heart and give you a jolt of 
Christmas feel good. Another recom- 
mendation: “Little Drummer Boy” by 
Pentatonix 2016 holiday album, ohhh. 
Pass on the Peace of the season. Happy 
Holidays. 

Do you have a memory or historical 
curiosity from the Hilltowns that you’d 
like to share with your neighbors? Send 
your story and photos to countryjour- 
nal@turley.com. 





Voters back Trump by strong margin, defeat ranked choice voting 


During the election cycle, the results 
of the Town of Chester Nov. 3 election 
were inadvertently not published. 


CHESTER — President Donald 
Trump won the majority vote of the town 
with 55% of the presidential ballots cast 
on Nov. 3 going in his favor, but ended 


up losing the state and the national elec- 
tion on Nov. 3 to challenger Joe Biden. 
Trump received 415 votes with a 
solid lead over Biden’s 313. Republican 
Challenger for the U.S. Senate seat 
Kevin O’Connor also won the majority 
over Sen. Ed Markey 407 to 308. 
Independent Lori Landers-Carvalho 
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Michele Kenney from the Hilltown Hikers visits the Old Mine in Chester last month. 
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won the race for Register of Probate, 
defeating Rosemary Saccomani 399 to 
261. 

Voters overwhelmingly support- 
ed Question | and the right to expand- 
ed mechanical data access 568 to 164. 
Question 2 was voted down, as 477 vot- 
ers were in opposition to ranked choice 


Submitted photos 





voting with 241 in support. In Question 
3 and the vote to achieve 100% renew- 
able energy, 367 said yes, narrowly sur- 
passing the 333 opposed. Question 4 
saw an overwhelming majority support 
making all House of Representatives 
votes public, with 571 in favor and 119 
opposed. 


BECKET 


Marijuana proposal 
holds meeting Jan. 3 


BECKET — A community outreach 
meeting for a proposed marijuana estab- 
lishment will be held at 9:30 a.m. on 
Sunday, Jan. 3. 

The Proposed Marijuana cultiva- 
tion and Manufacturing facility is antic- 
ipated to be located at 509 Quarry Road. 
There will be an opportunity for the 
public to ask questions during the meet- 
ing. Questions may also be submitted in 
advance by emailing Mike @sweetheal. 
com. 

The meeting will be held via Zoom. 
For the meting login details, visit town- 
ofbecket.org. 
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The light display with a reminder of the origins of Christmas 
spirit. 
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A house on Pleasant Street was prepared for the Huntington Recreation Committee’s Holiday Lights and Door Decorating 
event last weekend. Photos by Shelby Macri 









More houses on East Main Street bring out the holiday 


Basket Street sets up two distinctthemes for its decorations. spirit. BTA Automotive decorated part of their building with 
Christmas lights and a video of Santa waving at passing 


Cars and visitors. 
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BASKETBALL 


“T think a lot of concern is based on 
how much time we’ve spent in negotia- 
tions with the union and HVAC system 
and the underlying issue is making sure 
everything is safe for everybody,’ mem- 
ber Carl Schlerman said. “I think there’s 
a concern this is a bit of changing the 
rules for this one group.” 

Committee member Collin Black 
added, “We don’t want to increase possi- 
bilities for vectors of this virus to trans- 
mit between students, between families. 
It really sucks if you don’t get to do 
basketball...that’s an awful thing...but 
losing your grandmother or your dad or 
your child because of covid is a worse 
thing, in my opinion. That’s really what 
we're trying to limit.” 

Smidy and Director of Student 
Activities John Plourd presented updat- 
ed rules and regulations for basketball, 
which included Hampshire students 
being willing to take on additional safety 
precautions and restrictions in addition 
to those required by the Massachusetts 
Interscholastic Athletic Association for 
the opportunity to compete this year. 
These included, among other changes, 
changing the ball every time it went 
out of bounds, no spectators at games, 
and the addition of COVID-19 coach 
to attend every practice and game and 
ensure all participants were complying 
with the safety protocols. 

“Students will have the opportuni- 
ty to play, but there will be no wiggle 
room in terms of compliance for safety,” 
Smidy said. 

Several HRHS basketball team 
members including Colin Boyle, Maggie 


Rubeck, and Maddie Pond spoke on 
behalf of their teams, urging the com- 
mittee to give them the chance fall ath- 
letes had earlier this year. The student 
athletes cited the important benefits 
athletics have on the mental and social 
health of the competitors, as well as aca- 
demic benefits. 

“We understand the great respon- 
sibility you have in making these diffi- 
cult decisions. Basketball at Hampshire 
Regional High School is not just an 
extracurricular sport. It’s a lifestyle. It’s 
a family,” Boyle said. 

“Please just give us a chance. Our 
whole team has had experience playing 
a sport during covid,” Rubeck said. “As 
a senior, it would be heartbreaking to 
not have to not have my senior season 
and finish off my career the right way.” 

Interim Superintendent Michael 
Sullivan submitted a written statement 
as he was not in attendance at the meet- 
ing said he, with a heavy heart, could 
not recommend a basketball season. 

“After discussing this topic with 
knowledgeable central office staff, it 
seems clear to me that we should not 
compete with other teams in basketball 
this season,” Sullivan said. “The inten- 
sity of breathing, the proximity among 
players, and the prolonged period of 
exposure make this activity one of 
extremely high risk and transmission. 
It is essential the district do all it can 
to reduce risks like this across all our 
activities.” 

Committee members asked Plourd 
about the possibility of having a bas- 
ketball season later in the school year. 
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QUTREACH 


Bell said to work around the com- 
plications of COVID-19 precautions and 
home visit, they’re focused on reaching 
out through phone calls, cards and other 
means. Whether it’s a birthday, holiday, 
or another occasion, cards and well wish- 
es will find their way to seniors. Bell said 
they also coordinate with the families of 
seniors in town for safety and help. 

“Once in a while we have someone 
that will have Alzheimer’s or developing 
and they have a relative far away and they 
will call us and say, ‘hey can you check 
on them,’” she explained. “If someone 
has a daughter or son or neighbor or who- 
ever is keeping an eye on them, we have 
that information on file so if there’s ever 
an emergency and the Police Department 
needs to get a hold of them, they can 
get ahold of us and we can give them 
someone’s name that will be there to help 
them.” 

The COA also has a driving program 
with seven volunteers. If a senior needs 
services like a ride to the doctor’s office 
or needs food from the Otis Food Bank 
delivered, the COA has people willing to 
make it happen. 

‘“We’re all volunteers so we have no 
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salaries, and everything is volunteer to 
the COA,” said Ralph Gleason. 

Bell, while a resident of Becket, 
found out about the opportunity through a 
friend in town. It didn’t take long for her 
to become interested in joining the COA 
work in the community. 

“My very dear friend, De Gee, is on 
the board that set this program up and 
she suggested me. As soon as I met with 
them, I was very interested in it,’ she 
said. 

While she hasn’t worked with 
seniors before, Bell said her compassion 
for the elderly goes back to her parents 
and grandparents and the many fond 
memories she has of enjoying their com- 
pany as they aged. 

“This is something new. My back- 
ground, I have a lot of compassion for 
older people,” she said. “I grew up in 
a home where my grandparents lived 
across the street... My uncle lived to be 
100 and my mother lived to be 93. I spent 
a lot of time with those people and I just 
cherished them, I really do.” 

For seniors interested in setting up 
an outreach, Bell is available at 413-623- 
8932 or eilabell2 @ aol.com. 
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Plourd said it’s possible, but there’s also 
the possibility there will be no one to 
play. 

“There’s only probably really four 
or five schools that aren’t looking to 
have basketball at least to start. There’s 
certainly no guarantee we’d be able to 
have competitions if we moved it,” he 
said. 

Plourd added there is still the 
chance some schools that have approved 
basketball may pull out after Christmas 
if COVID-19 cases spike, while other 
districts, like Holyoke, have stipula- 
tions tied to staying out of the state’s red 
color designation for three weeks. In the 
plan presented to the committee, HRHS 
would cancel all in-person athletics if 
the school ever had to go fully remote. 

Committee members Tom Cleary, 
Scott Johndrow, and Paul Marcinek all 
spoke in favor of supporting basketball 
for the benefits it can have for the stu- 
dents in a difficult time. 

“T’ve been reading more things 
about the disengagement of students, 
both in terms of failing, but also stu- 
dents going and getting jobs. Not nec- 
essarily getting jobs because their fami- 
lies need money, but because they don’t 
have anything else to do,” Cleary said. 
“T am very strongly in favor of support- 
ing things that engage students in the 
educational process and bring people 
back to Hampshire Regional and hope- 
fully bring some joy to people. I feel 
basketball could potentially do that.” 

“T think with all the modifications 
that have been put forth are way above 
and beyond,” Johndrow added. “I really 


from page I 


think for the mental health of these kids 
that I agree, I think it would be worth a 
shot to try it.” 

The motion to approve bas- 
ketball competitions received four 
votes in favor — Cleary, Johndrow, 
Marcinek, and Tammy Walunas. Carole 
Bergeron, Black, Corey Brastaad, 
Sarah Christiansen, Peter Cleary, Bill 
Curran, Mark Folta, Neil Godden, Paul 
Kennedy, Larson, and Schlerman voted 
against. 

The committee did approve practic- 
es for the teams in accordance with the 
guidelines set by the MIAA and school 
administration. 

Hockey will not take place this year 
and the decision was out the commit- 
tee’s hands entirely because of its coop 
status with Easthampton. Easthampton’s 
decision to not allow coops also means 
the end of the season for the swimming 
and diving athletes at HRHS, despite the 
committee approving those sports a cou- 
ple weeks ago. 

“We don’t really have to do any- 
thing because the Easthampton School 
Committee voted to not allow any 
of their coop sports this year. So, we 
don’t have an invitation to participate,” 
Plourd said. “Because it’s a coop and 
Easthampton voted to not allow their 
coop to happen, our Hampshire athletes 
do not have the opportunity for swim- 
ming and diving either.” 

Plourd will keep the committee 
updated with reports on what other 
schools are doing for the basketball sea- 
son and the possibility of having compe- 
titions later this school year. 


WILLIAMSBURG 
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the regulations as they are.” 
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“We definitely do not want it out- 
side because of the smell,” he said. 
“T’m not understanding why you don’t 
think the rural zone is a good place for 
it and you’d try to force it into the vil- 
I think you’d have 
the same problem and it’d be more 
intrusive in the mixed area where its 


Bisbee said there was a proposal 
at a site on Old Goshen Road which 
had a letter complaint to the Planning 
Board with neighbors strongly oppos- 
ing to the nature of the business. 
Bisbee said it had 24-hour staffing, 


“It didn’t feel like a backyard 
she explained. “It was a com- 
mercial operation, and they [the 
neighbor] did not like the idea that 
was going to be in their neighborhood, 
and I can’t blame them... We want 
to find out what the town thinks. If 
the town thinks ‘wow, it should be 
allowed just the way it is,’ we’ll leave 
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Mathers expressed concern about 
reacting to one resident complaint, 
which Bisbee assured the board that 
the Planning Board was not bringing 
up the proposal just because of the 
one situation. 

“We want to hear what people in 
town think,’ Bisbee said. “We would 
first have a public information meet- 
ing to get to the feeling of the town. 
Based on that input we would draft 
some final language for zoning reg- 
ulation changes and go to a formal 
hearing.” 

Bisbee also mentioned two other 
bylaw changes on the table for the 
Planning Board. She said the board 
received strong feedback to its pro- 
posed changes to the cached acces- 
sory apartment regulations to allow 
attached and detached lodging. There 
are also minor changes to solar regu- 
lations, which she said are currently 
“looser” than they should be in areas 
like invasive species management and 
driveway requirements. 


This Holiday 
Season... 


Ci-jmlamele mail: 
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HampHearing.com 
243 King Street, Suite 105 
Northampton, MA 
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Town considers indoor Town Hall Wi-Fi access 


By Shelby Macri 


GOSHEN — The Selectboard is dis- 
cussing the potential for having public 
access to Wi-Fi inside the Town Hall. 
This Wi-Fi access will be similar to the 
outdoor Wi-Fi access the town already 
has outside of Town Hall. 

The Massachusetts Broadband 
Institute has been working to expand 
affordable internet and Broadband across 
the state. They offered to help the town 
of Goshen some years ago by provid- 
ing Wi-Fi access to residents, MBI did 
this for any town that is unserved or 
under-serviced communities. MBI helped 
to fund towns who choose to offer out- 
door Wi-Fi access; it’s available to all 
residents and can be used for schoolwork 
or to send an email. The only issue with 
the offered Wi-Fi is that it’s getting cold- 
er outside for people to be in their cars 
using the Wi-Fi, and it’s only available in 
the parking lot right in front of the town 
hall. 

Recently the MBI offered currently 
unserved or under-serviced towns indoor 
Wi-Fi access that, if it’s possible in the 
town, the state will help to pay for some 
costs. There were many things discussed 
by the board when deciding if they 
wanted to offer an indoor Wi-Fi access 
area. The board members brought up 
indoor safety regulations and restrictions, 
and cleaning measures among other 
things. Though the Selectboard recently 
discussed this option, it is still on the 
drawing board as a concept currently. 


Open burning 


GOSHEN — Open burning season 
begins in the new year and run from Jan. 
15 through May 1, as mandated by the 
state. Applications are available for those 
interested in doing an open burn. 

The online application is available at 
Goshen-ma.us. Applicants will be asked for 
their name, telephone number, and location 
of the brush pile to be burned. Permits are 


Selectman Wayne Glaser said there are 
many details which need to be addressed 
financially before they can plan out the 
smaller details. 

“We need more than just a location; 
we have to follow state guidelines. We’re 
thinking of doing this in the town hall 
with people more than six feet apart,” 
Glaser said. “The only way to successful- 
ly implement this includes more funding; 
funding for a monitor to enforce rules 
and disinfect after each visitor, monitors, 
plexiglass screens and more.” 

When the board discussed a monitor 
for this potential setup, they discussed 
the monitor would have to be diligent 
about cleaning and disinfecting areas 
because it’ll be an entirely indoor oper- 
ation. The board also determined a mon- 
itor would have to be paid for the duties 
they’d be given, though they didn’t have 
budget for it. Glaser said the first step 
for this project should be to contact MBI 
about funding the salary and amount of 
hours for the monitor they’d need, and 
any additional cost it would take to set 
up this area. Glaser said MBI is willing 
to consider the operational costs it would 
take to put this service on, and most like- 
ly award money through a grant. 

“They haven’t come up with an 
amount of money yet, and I’m not sure 
if it'll be enough to make this a viable 
idea,’ Glaser said. “The MBI will come 
back with a number probably in grant 
form but I’m not sure. We’re throwing a 
lot of things on the wall and seeing what 
sticks.” 


Another issue cost factor for this 
project is the infrastructure costs, as the 
town hall currently has a limited amount 
of outlets. The town would need more 
access to outlets, for the electrical aspect 
of putting on a Wi-Fi accessible area, 
and they would also require three air 
purifiers. Board of Health Chair Michael 
Kurland said one open window and three 
air purifiers would be needed to ensure 
fresh and circulated air. This is a pre- 
caution due to COVID, as being indoors 
heights transmission opportunities. 

“We’re trying to figure out how to 
make the service possible while minimiz- 
ing the risk,” Interim Town Administrator 
Dawn Scaparotti said. “We might start 
the capacity limit lower in the beginning 
and see where it goes, and if it’s a viable 
option.” 

While this project is currently the- 
oretical, the board discussed measures 
that would need to be taken to pull this 
off successfully including three-foot 
plexiglass shields to separate people and 
help with transmission risks and routine 
cleaning when someone enters and leaves 
the area. The board will work closely 
with the Board of Health to ensure they 
are accomplishing this project in the saf- 
est possible way. 

“T’m willing to try it, and see where 
it goes,” Selectboard Chair Angela Otis 
said. “We just have to try it and we can 
shut it down later if we have to.” 

Board members appreciated the idea 
of helping their citizens while broadband 
is still being installed intown, and decid- 


ed to go to MBI for costs before moving 
forward with the project. 

The town is still undergoing work 
on its broadband project; the make ready 
work is still ongoing as the utility com- 
panies go out to check the work com- 
pleted in November. Like many other 
towns, there were a significant number of 
poles that had to be repaired or replaced 
before wires and fiber could be strung on 
the poles. The inspections on the poles 
began earlier this month and, once the 
inspections are completed, the next step 
can begin, which is the distribution of 
the network where different wires have 
to go on the poles before connecting to 
customers houses. 

“We’re hopeful, weather depen- 
dent, that the inspection work will be 
finished by the end of January,” Glaser 
said. ““We’ll move on to the distribution 
of the network where they’ll first string 
metal cable to the poles, then attach fiber, 
splice wires, and so on. We don’t have a 
specific date for this yet.” 

Glaser added it’s best not to give 
dates because those dates can change 
and be wrong. Currently, it’s a waiting 
game before the next step can proceed. 
When the town is ready to start building 
the network, they will have a kickoff 
ceremony, and they’re hopeful that it'll 
be in 2021. All broadband updates are 
posted to the town website, goshen-ma. 
us. Additionally, a flyer with broadband 
updates will be sent out with the annual 
street listings this year. 


season begins Jan. 15, permits available 


only issued between 8:30 a.m. and | p.m. 
on the day the burn is to take place. Permits 
may be requested for each day of burning. 
No permits are issued in advance due to the 
potential for changing weather conditions. 
On days when open burning is not permit- 
ted due to weather conditions, the online 
application will be disabled 

All open burning fires must be start- 


ed by | p.m. and fully extinguished by 
4 p.m. Failure to follow these rules can 
result in the revocation of your permit for 
the remainder of the open burning season. 
There is no fee for this permit. 

Goshen residents who do not want 
to use the online application must call the 
Goshen Fire Department business line, 
413-268-7161, to schedule an inspection 


WESTHAMPTON 


and receive a written permit. Inspections 
of the brush pile will only be completed 
on Friday mornings, so plan accordingly. 
People who use the online application do 
not have to go through this inspection pro- 
cess. 

For more information, applications, or 
open burning safety tips, visit goshen-ma. 
us/open-burning-permits 





Selectboard 


By Shelby Macri 


WESTHAMPTON — In their last 
meeting of 2020, the Selectboard dis- 
cussed a few town projects and town 
positions that they’ve been addressing 
throughout the year. This includes the 
town hall roof project and town positions 
that have opened. 

During the meeting Chairman Phil 
Dowling gave an update on the town hall 
and annex building roof repair. Dowling 
said the roofing has been finished and 
both buildings have been done, however 
the construction company brought up a 
few repairs for the board to look into. 

The roof of the porch was recently 
done three years ago with rubber roofing, 
but during the repairs that roof was dam- 
aged and, though the company fixed the 
damages, they let Dowling know the town 
should look into repairing the rubber 
roofing because there are leaks in the roof 
already. The board discussed possibly 
replacing the rubber roofing on the porch 
as well as the buildings gutters and down 
spouts. The town also received quotes and 
estimates for both the rubber roofing and 
the gutters, and while the board approved 
the rubber roof replacement, they wanted 
additional estimates on the gutters. 

The estimate for the rubber roof- 
ing was $3,850 including snow guards, 
and the rubber roofing will be twice as 
thick as the roofing that is on the porch 
now and leaking. Though the damage 


was repaired, the board felt that it’d be a 
good idea to replace it anyway, especially 
since the company is already working 
on the project. Zoning Bylaw Review 
Committee member Art Pichette said 
even though damage to the roofing was 
repaired, it’d be good to get it replaced 
anyway. 

The Board also discussed repairs to 
the fire department building; there was 
damage done to a pillar and a garage door 
when a fire engine backed into the garage 
in too tight of an area. Fire Chief David 
Antosz joined the meeting to speak about 
these repairs as he already has quotes for 
both repairs. The company that installed 
the garage door said the door doesn’t 
need to be replaced, though the track 
for the door will need to be repaired or 
replaced. 

Additionally, Antosz heard from 
people who would volunteer to repair 
the column for $600 to $700, although 
temporary local inspector Wally Marek 
said they’d have to get a building permit. 
Marek added those doing the repairs will 
need a license for the permit and he’s not 
sure if the team of volunteers would be 
able to receive the permit. 

Dowling said the building has insur- 
ance with a $1,000 deductible, and he 
thinks this repair project will be up to 
$1,000, if not $2,200, for all the repairs 
needed. After the board decided to use 
their insurance to help with the repair 
costs, they discussed finding three sep- 


wraps up 2020 with roofs 


arate quotes for the work needed on the 
column. 

The board also addressed both Marek 
and Todd Alexander, who are both tem- 
porary local inspectors. The board asked 
them what they thought of the job and if 
they’d be interested in a permanent posi- 
tion. Both were interested in continuing 
work, even though the workload was a 
little more than expected. 

“Having the two of us to split up the 
work really helps and we’re working well 
together,’ Alexander said. “I’m excited 
to get the online permit process going, 
that’ll be exciting.” 

Highway Superintendent William 
Jablonski said both local inspectors are 
doing a good job and are working well 
with him. 

“It’s been good working with them,” 
Jablonski said. “We run information by 
each other each week and it’s been good.” 

As both inspectors were interested in 
continuing and they work well with other 


, Inspectors 


town employees, Dowling made a motion 
to make both Marek and Alexander 
permanent local inspectors through to 
October 2021, as a way for them to get 
used to the work. He said he’d like to 
appoint them both for longer, but that 
he wants to do at least a year and see 
how they perform. Both inspectors agreed 
with his reasoning and supported length- 
ening their appointments after the first 
year. The board approved the two perma- 
nent local inspectors. 

The board then discussed the open 
positions for the animal control officer 
and animal inspector. Though the two 
positions were typically put together for 
one person, the town has now listed them 
as two separate jobs. The job descriptions 
for positions are listed on the website 
where interested parties can read what’s 
needed and expected of them before sub- 
mitting an application. For more informa- 
tion or updates residents can check the 
town website, westhampton-ma.com. 





WESTHAMPTON — This is a mes- 
sage from the Westhampton Highway 
Department. Effective Monday, Dec. 
21, Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation resumed construction at 





Kings Highway Bridge work resumes, 
workday closures in effect 


the Kings Highway “skinny” Bridge. The 
bridge will be closed weekdays from 7 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The bridge will reopen 
each evening and weekends and will be 
open during snow events. 
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3 Al's Tire & Auto Repair 


When it com 


es to tires we do it all, 


from wheelbarrows to big rigs. 
MOST MAJOR TIRE BRANDS AVAILABLE 


Brakes, Shocks, Struts, Front End Repairs & Alignments 
Air Conditioning Service 


918 Southampton Road, Westfield, MA 01085 
Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


Mike Morin 562-3391 ~ 562-1 704 David Fasser 




































CLUES ACROSS 
1. Crow species 
4. Partner to flow 
7. Male offspring 31. Pollinates 
8. oedate flowers 
10. Orange beverage 32. Association 
12. Pair of small 39. Prejudice 

hand drums 41. Unhealthy 

13. 12th month of 

Jewish civil year 

14. Former Pirates 

star Jason 

16. Computer 

company 

17. Made angry 


continuous 
sound 
30. Wrath 


leader 

43. Distinctive 
philosophy 

44, Short-term 
memory 

45. In a good way 

19, Beverage 46. Emperors of 
container Ethiopia 

20. Charlize Theron 48. Imaginary line 
film“ Flux” = 49. Of barium 

21. Localities 50. One’s sense of 

25. Consume self-esteem 

26. Don’t know 51. Man who 
when yet behaves 

2/. Bed style dishonorably 

29. Make a low, 52. Monetary unit 





42. Hasidic religious 


CLUES DOWN 
1. Rear of 


22. Advantage 

23. lype of tree 
(nautical) 24. Luke’s mentor 

2. He minds the __-Wan 
net 2/. Life stories 

3. Ring-shaped 28. Vase 
objects 29. Tiny 

4,When you hope 31. Package (abbr.) 
to get there 32. A photog’s tool 

5. Young children 33. Wood 

6. Beloved hobbit 34. One of the six 

8. Pigpen noble gases 

9. Wish harm upon (abbr.) 

11. Quick=eyed 35. Pueblo people 
(Scottish) of New Mexico 

14. Scrooge’s 36. Wild goats 
phrase “___ 3/7. A way to 
Humbug” comply 

15. One more 38. Horatio _, 

18. A ballplayer British admiral 
who only hits 39. Actress Leslie 

19. Once vital TV 40. Sir Newton 
part 44, Pouch 

20. Sixth month of 47. Have already 
Jewish civil year done 
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e Locally Owned & Operated for 50 Years 
) © Oil Customers - 24 Hour Emergency 


service & Automatic Delivery Available 


e New System Installations - 


Mitsubishi Electric Diamond Dealer 


e Heating Oil Plus - Maximize Energy 


Dollars: Keep system running Clean 


79 Union St., Rear 2, Easthampton, MA 01027 
413-527-0194 


Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am - 4:00 pm 


_E HEATING INC. 
Generations Since 196 


THIS WEEK'S HOROSCOPES 


ARIES 

Mar 21/Apr 20 
Someone could be ex- 
tremely generous to 
you soon, Aries. It may 
be out of the goodness 
of his or her heart, or 
it may be because of a 
guilty conscience. You 
may never know. 


TAURUS 

Apr 21/May 21 

Avoid power struggles 
at work or even among 
your circle of friends, 
Taurus. It is not worth 
the trouble to get in- 
volved, and things will 
calm down soon. Keep 
your distance. 


GEMINI 

May 22/Jun 21 

May be well suited to 
contemplation about 
certain decisions that 
have been on your 
mind. Find a quiet place 
and put all of the puzzle 
pieces together. 
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CANCER 

Jun 22/Jul 22 

Cancer, if you feel like 
you are ready to make 
a difference in some- 
one’s life, then be honest 
about what you can take 
on. You may need a little 
help along the way. 


LEO 

Jul 23/Aug 23 

Leo, if you need some- 
one to motivate you, 
seek out a trustworthy 
friend with your best in- 
terests in mind. A quali- 
fied mentor might be the 
way to go. 


VIRGO 

Aug 24/Sept 22 

Virgo, sometimes a daily 
routine can land you in 
a rut. This is the time 
to change things up a 
bit. Mix up your regular 
schedule by trying a 
new activity or taking 
a trip. 


Here’s How It Works: 
sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 


3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 


LIBRA 

Sept 23/0ct 23 

Rough patches — will 
quickly smooth over 
if you don’t fret about 
them, Libra. Just have 
a little patience and 
everything will work out 
for the best. 


SCORPIO 

Oct 24/Nov 22 

Right now _ stability 
means much more to 
you than taking risks. 
Stick with those people 
who support you, and 
don’t worry about sitting 
on the sidelines for a bit. 


SAGITTARIUS 
Nov 23/Dec 21 
Sagittarius, you may not 
realize it, but you have 
been slowly _ pulling 
back from those around 
you for some time now. 
Make a concerted effort 
to focus on important 
relationships. 
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more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle! 


CAPRICORN 
Dec 22/Jan 20 

A healthy hobby like 
exercise can be just 
what you need at the 
moment, Capricorn. 
Slowly increase your 
workout frequency and 
take a friend along for 
the ride. 


AQUARIUS 

Jan 21/Feb 18 
Aquarius, try to be 
artistic this week. 
Don’t worry, you don’t 
have to create a mas- 
terpiece. Working on 
Creative projects can 
be a form of medita- 
tion and help alleviate 
stress. 


PISCES 

Feb 19/Mar 20 

You are open to change 
more so than other 
people you know, Pi- 
sces. It’s a good thing, 
because _ last-minute 
changes are coming. 


Fun By The 
Numbers 


Like puzzles? 
Then you'll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 
Square off, So 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your Sudoku 
savvy to the test! 


WESTFIELD NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS 


AUTO PARTS inc 


* Complete Auto Machine Shop Service »* Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds 
* Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer * Hydraulic Hoses 


az 
CARQUEST 
> 


AUTO PARTS 
& SUPPLIES 


Call “DALE” 


8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD 


Dial 568-8944 o 568-1611 Fax # 568-1554 





Now stocking 
Car Quest 
Filters made 
by WIX, 
Amalie Oil, 
Bailing Twine 
& 
Tractor Parts 
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OBITUARIES 
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Muriel E. (Pease) Boisseau, 88 


* 


Muriel E. (Pease) Boisseau, 88, passed 
away on Sunday, Dec. 13, at home surround- 
ed by her family. Daughter of Reginald and 
Gladys (Rhoades), she was raised in Chester, 
MA, along with her seven brothers and sis- 
ters. 

She leaves behind her two loving and 
devoted sons Maurice and his wife Nancy, 
Thaddeus and his wife Kathy, a grandson 
Maurice Jr whom she adored, her sisters 
Helen Wellspeak, Carol Hart and husband 
Bill, and brother Phillip Pease and his wife Bonnie, a 
grandson Ty Bewsaw and his wife Angela and a great 
granddaughter Mila, along with many nieces, nephews, 
and close friends. Muriel was predeceased by her best 
friend and husband of 54 years Richard Boisseau, son 
Jerry Bewsaw, grandson Kenneth Boisseau, brothers 





Sean Martin Noonan, 70 


Sean Martin Noonan was born on Nov. 
26,1950 in High Gate, London, England and 
died at home in Worthington on Tuesday, 
Dec. 15, 2020, due to complications from 
polycystic kidney disease. A few months 
after his birth, Sean and his mother returned 
to her native Ireland and he was raised in 
Ennis, County Clare on the west coast of 
Ireland. Later, he worked in an eye glass 
factory in Ennis after being trained to do lens 
grinding in Germany. He realized quickly 
that an indoor job did not suit him, and he began work- 
ing on different local farms milking cows. At one point, 
he had over 40 milking goats and made soft cheese 
which he sold at a local shop. 

In 1975, at Vaughn’s Pub in Broadford, County 
Clare, he asked an American girl to dance, and that 
was how he met his wife, MaryBeth. Together they 
ran a small stained-glass studio and a market garden 
where they grew produce to be sold to local restaurants 
and hotels. In 1985, they moved to Worthington with 
their baby daughter, Meghan. Sean became a citizen 
of the United States on September 2,1999. Sean was 
renowned as a stone mason. In rock, he found his artis- 
tic medium and the walls that stand all over the hill 
towns and the valley are a testament to his creativity and 
skill. He continued to do stonework even as the disease 
ran its course, truly living a full life until the day he 
died. 

Sean loved travel and there is not a place in the 
world he did not want to experience firsthand. He lived 
for a while in Norway on a mushroom farm and briefly 


Earl Stone, 60 


Earl Stone, 60, passed away at home on Saturday, 
Dec. 5. Earl was born on Feb. 2, 1960, in Chester, 
son to the late Richard Stone and Barbara (Stotz) 
James. Earl was raised in Chester and was a graduate 
of Westfield Vocational School. He was a volunteer fire 
fighter for over 40 years on the Chester Volunteer Fire 
Dept, and also was a part time police officer in Chester. 
For those who knew Earl, he had a huge heart and 
would do anything for anyone. 

Earl is survived by his siblings Lee Robert and 
his wife Linda of Chester, Richard Stone and his wife 





| Maurice, Barney, Roy, and sister Marion 
Pease. 

Her greatest passion in life was her fam- 
ily, and she enjoyed the closeness they all 
shared. She was employed by J&S Lane, 
was the founder the New England Metal 
Detector Club, belonged to the Montgomery 
Historical Society, Hampton County 
Improvement League and was very involved 
with the Littleville Fair. The family would 
like to extend a heartfelt thank you to Lisa 





DEATH NOTICES 





BOISSEAU (PEASE), MURIEL E. 


Died Dec. 13, 2020 
Services to be held a later date 


NOONAN, SEAN MARTIN 
Died Dec. 15, 2020 


STONE, EARL 
Died Dec. 5, 2020 





Lessard who allowed Muriel to enjoy her final months 
peacefully & happy at home. All services will be at a 
later time. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the 
Littleville Fair at 15 Kennebrook Road, Chester MA 
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in British Columbia. Winter was not his cup 
of tea and for almost 30 years, he traveled 
to Australia for their spring and summer. He 
continued to do all the things he did so well; 
he danced, did stonework and developed a 
network of lifelong friends or mates, as they 
are known there, who came to the States to 
visit him. He loved all kinds of music and 
dancing, a joy he shared with many people. 
He met his current partner, Cynthia, on the 
dance floor on a Friday night for live music 
at Liston’s in Worthington, Massachusetts. Every year 
he grew a fine crop of potatoes, some from seed that 
was carried back from Ireland. On the weekends, the 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


days were often filled with heated discussions on the 
deck with his good mates about economics and politics. P U B L | C QT | C F S 


Sean is survived by his partner, Cynthia Jirak, 


hs beloved daughter, Meghan Clare (Noonan) Dewien, | ARE NOW ONLINE 


her husband, Jesse Dewkett; his granddaughter, Harper 
Dewkett, from Hinsdale; and a vast array of friends, 
both local and abroad. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made by check 
to either: The Harvard PKD Center, Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital, Attn: Jing Zhou, 4 Blackfan Circle, 
HIM-520, Boston, MA 02115, or by visiting their web- 
site pkdcenter.bwh.harvard.edu, or Saving Listons Bar 
gofundme.com, or by check to Steve Magargal, PO Box 
66, Worthington, MA 01098. 

To express condolences to the family of Sean, 
please visit www.westfieldfuneralhome.com for Sean’s 
tribute page. 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 


Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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her husband Phil of Montgomery. He will be dearly 
missed by many nieces, nephews, cousins and many 
friends. Earl was predeceased by his sister Violet 
Gallant and Penny Nicholas. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations maybe 
made in Earl’s memory to the Chester Fire Department, 
300 US-20, Chester, MA 01011. All services will be 
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private for the family. To express condolences to the Go to newspapers.turley. wr bu ‘i 


family of Earl, please visit www.westfieldfuneralhome. 
com for Earl’s tribute page. 


EARLY DEADLINE 
For All Advertising 


& CLASSIFIEDS 


To celebrate to run the week of 
NEW YEAR, 
the Adve rtising The Register, Sentinel, 


To celebrate 
CHRISTMAS, 
the Advertising 
Deadline will be 

NOON - 
FRI., DEC. 18 
for the week of 

Dec. 22-25 





December 21-25, 2020: 


e Thursday, Dec. 17 at NOON 


com/photo-request 





for all PUBLIC NOTICES... 


Dtary New Year! 


to run the week of 


The Wilbraham-Hampden Times, | December 28 - 


Deadline will be Agawam Advertiser News, 
NOON - Quaboag Current 

WED., DEC. 23 
for the week of The Journal Register 

Dec. 29-Jan. 1 ¢ Monday, Dec. 21 at noon 


Turley 24 Water Street , 
Publications, Inc. Palmer, MA 01069 


e Friday, Dec. 18 at Noon 
Ware River News 
Town Reminder, 


Chicopee Register and 
The Holyoke Sun 


www.turley.com 413-283-8393 


Barre Gazette, Country Journal, 


January 1, 2021: 


e Wednesday, Dec. 23 at noon 
The Register, Sentinel, 

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
Agawam Advertiser News, 
Quaboag Current, Barre Gazette, 
Country Journal, Ware River News 
The Journal Register 

e Monday, Dec. 28 at noon 

Town Reminder, Chicopee Register 
and The Holyoke Sun 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX- 
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296- 
4320. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 


MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 


chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 


FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 


an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 


STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 


DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 
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2*****A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


aS pp gua mm ie 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


Find archives of this local newspaper at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE: 
MENT- KITCHENS bathrooms, re- 
placement windows & doors, roofing, 
siding, decks, custom woodworking, 
drywall. Full insured & registered 413- 
237-2250 Mark 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 











Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Long-Term Middle/High Sub- 
stitute History/Social Studies 
Teacher. The Gateway Regional 
Middle/High School is looking for a 
Long-Term Substitute History/Social 
Studies teacher to start around Febru- 
ary 14, 2021. MA 5-12 History/Social 
Studies certification required. Google 
Classroom/Google Meet experience 
preferred. Send letter of interest and 
resume to: Jason Finnie, High School 
Principal, Gateway Regional School 
District, 12 Littleville Rd., Huntington, 
MA 01050. Deadline for Applications: 
January 1, 2021. GRSD is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer 





FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.’ We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-569-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call toll free: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$10.00 


Base Price 
$12.00 


Base Price 
$14.00 


Base Price 
$16.00 


Base Price 
$18.00 


Name: 

Address: 

Town: 

Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #: 


Amount of charge: 


_1 MasterCard 


Base Price 
$10.50 


Base Price 
$12.50 


Base Price 
$14.50 


Base Price 
$16.50 


Base Price 
$18.50 


LI VISA 


(J Discover 


Base Price 
$11.00 


Base Price 
$13.00 


Base Price 
$15.00 


Base Price 
$17.00 





DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


Base Price 
$9.50 


Base Price 
$11.50 


Base Price 
$13.50 


Base Price 
$15.50 


Base Price 
$17.50 


Hilltowns 


Circulation: 11,900 
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Buy the Hilltowns ZONE for $9.50 for 20 words 
plus 50¢ for each additional word. 


SHELBURNE 
BUCKLAND 





WILLIAMSBURG 






Includes 
additional words 


$10.00 
$5.00 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


“e180 “8850! Add $10 for a second Zone or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
Phone: First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
State: Zip: Add a third ZONE 
X per week rate = $ Subtotal 
J Cash I Check# x Number of Weeks 
Exp. Date CVV TOTAL Enclosed 
Date: 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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A festively decorated Fire Engine from the Huntington Fire 
Department leads the Parade of Lights, including Santa 


Claus, into the street on Saturday, Dec. 19. 





Engine 1 has the honor of bearing Santa Claus around town. Photos by Shelby Macri 





There were three decorated Fire Engines and two police 
cruisers involved in the Parade, with each put their sirens 





Santa Claus is born away into the night. The Parade of Lights makes its way down Stanton Ave. on periodically and one engine playing Christmas music. 


HNe.s 


_ 
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May this Chvistmas 
Ovind you the best of EA | 


May all the pleasures that inspire joy be with you at home or in spirit at Christmastime and all year. 
Thanks for rooting for local businesses like us in 2020 and showing us so much support. 
We look forward to better times ahead as we work to serve you safely in 2021 and beyond! 
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